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Museum Association of New York Awarded an IMLS CARES Act Grant 
$498,407 will be used to support 100 museums across New York State 

 
Troy, NY​—The Museum Association of New York is thrilled to announce that it was 
awarded an Institute of Museum and Library Services CARES Act Grant to fund 
“Building Capacity, Creating Sustainability, Growing Accessibility.” This $498,407 
award is​ the second highest in the nation out of 68 grants. ​This project will enable one 
hundred museums in high needs locations across New York State impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic to share their collections beyond the walls of their museums. Two 
hundred staff will be trained to use new hardware and software to develop programs 
that will engage their communities and reach new audiences.  
 
“As pillars of our communities, libraries, and museums bring people together by 
providing important programs, services, and collections. These institutions are trusted 
spaces where people can learn, explore and grow,” said IMLS Director Crosby 
Kemper. “IMLS is proud to support their initiatives through our grants as they educate 
and enhance their communities.” 
 
MANY is grateful to our congressional representatives for their support of the CARES 
Act and the work of our museums.  
 
“Like so many small businesses and other community institutions across our nation, 
our museums are facing the threat of permanent closure as a result of this prolonged 
COVID-19 crisis, including right here in our Capital Region,” Congressman Paul Tonko 
(NY-20) said. “These educational, historical, and cultural pillars contribute directly to 
our economy and employ tens of thousands of workers in New York State alone. My 
congratulations to the Museum Association of New York for earning this well-deserved 
grant. My team and I work hard to make sure funding awards like this one come 
through for our region, but we must do more. Our House-passed Heroes Act provides 
direct and indirect support for our treasured museums and delivers the broader 
community rescue that we need right now. I will keep fighting for our museums and all 
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of our Main Street institutions to ensure they can continue to educate and inspire 
students, scholars and all of us in the Capital Region and beyond.” 
 
“This is an amazing accomplishment for the Museum Association of New York to be 
one of the 68 projects funded,” said MANY Board President and President of the Long 
Island Children’s Museum, Suzanne LeBlanc. “What we are about to do for a hundred 
museums across the state, with this support from IMLS, is far reaching and will make a 
huge impact on museums and museum professionals in New York State. This will also 
take us to a new level both regionally and nationally with the museum field.” 
 
The project will provide partners with hardware, software, and training to develop 
virtual programs focused on stories from their collections revealing cultural and racial 
diversity within their communities. Each museum will develop, implement, assess, and 
revise at least two new programs, resulting in access to two hundred new virtual 
programs for museums—no matter their geographical location. 
 
The application for program participation can be found on the MANY website 
nysmuseums.org. To comply with the need for a rapid response and implementation, 
the deadline for museums to apply is 5 PM Friday, October 16, 2020. 
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About MANY 
 
The Museum Association of New York inspires, connects, and strengthens New York’s 
cultural community statewide by advocating, educating, collaborating, and supporting 
professional standards and organizational development. MANY ensures that New York 
State museums operate at their full potential as economic drivers and essential 
components of their communities. To learn more, visit ​www.nysmuseums.org​ and 
follow us on ​Facebook​, ​Twitter​, ​Instagram​, and ​LinkedIn​. 
 

About IMLS 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support 
for the nation's approximately​ ​120,000 libraries​ ​and​ ​35,000 museums​ ​and related 
organizations. The agency’s mission is to inspire libraries and museums to advance 
innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. Its grant making, 
policy development, and research help libraries and museums deliver valuable 
services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, 
visit​ ​www.imls.gov​ ​and follow us on​ ​Facebook​ ​and​ ​Twitter​. 
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